One or more style sheets can be used in a document, each with their own <link> tag where the rel attribute is set to “stylesheet” and type attribute set to “text/css”.  The media attribute acts as a selector so that <link> elements with “media=print” can be used over others when printing. For example:

<link type="type/css" rel="stylesheet" media="print" … />
Style sheets come in three variations:

· Persistent: these style sheets are always applied to the user document. This type is indicated by not using the title attribute. The first <link> tag in Figure 1 specifies a persistent style sheet. The printer ignores the second <link> tag in Figure 1 since it is valid only when presenting the document on the screen.

· Alternate:  the document can contain a list of mutually exclusive alternative.  The value for the rel attribute is set to “alternate stylesheet.”  Alternate sheets present a problem for printers since there may not be a way to interact with the user.  Therefore, use of alternate style sheets should be discouraged in XHTML-Print.  The fourth <link> tag in Figure 1 is an example of an alternate style sheet that is discarded by the printer because of the media attribute.

· Preferred: the user can indicate the preferred alternative style sheet by using setting the style name with the title attribute and setting the rel attribute to “alternate stylesheet.”  Only one preferred style sheet is applied, if two ore more are specified, only the first one will be used. The third <link> tag in Figure 1 is a preferred style sheet, used when printing.  

The <meta> tag can also be used to specify a preferred alternative sheet.
 

<?xml version=“1.0”?>
<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC “-//PWG//DTD XHTML-Print 1.0//EN”
 http://www.pwg.org/xhtml-print/xhtml-print10.dtd>
<html xmlns="http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml" xmlns:uw="urn:hp:org:uw">
<head>

  <meta http-equiv="Content-Style-Type" content="text/css" />
  <link type="type/css" rel="stylesheet" media="print"
        href="http://www.w3.org/StyleSheets/Core/Traditional" />
  <link type="type/css" rel="stylesheet" media="screen"
        href="http://www.w3.org/StyleSheets/Core/Modernist" />
  <link type="type/css" rel="alternate stylesheet" media="print"
        title="printing style"
        href="http://www.w3.org/StyleSheets/PrintHeaders" />
  <link type="type/css" rel="alternate stylesheet" 
        media="screen"
        href="http://www.w3.org/StyleSheets/ScreenHeaders" />

  ...
Figure 1 Referencing multiple styles sheets

